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History of The Right Start 

Conditions surrounding a child’s birth often reflect the forces that will In 1999, the Annie E. Casey Foundation published The Right Start: 

shape a young person ’s life. Whether an expectant mother smokes, whether Conditions of Babies and Their Families in America ’s Largest Cities, which 

she receives prenatal care, how much education a new mother has and her provided 1997 city-level data for ten measures that characterize the well- 
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teen births signals a problem with pregnancy prevention programs and married mothers (10.2 compared to 5.7 deaths per 1,000 live births). 16 

offers a key opportunity for policy or program intervention. Finally, unmarried mothers are more likely to receive inadequate prenatal 

* i mnn „ . u CA , * care than are their married counterparts. 17 

City summary. In 1999, 23 percent of all teen births in the 50 largest cities 

were repeat births. The percent of teen births to young women who were Even if a marriage fails, children bom into a married -couple family have 
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births to mothers receiving late or ^ ? City summary. For the 42 cities with data in 1 999,* 1 0 percent of the total 
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Percentage of U.S. births with selected characteristics by race and Hispanic origin, 1999 
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